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www.padslakecounty.org 

PO Box 428 

North Chicago, IL 60064 

 

Office:  1800 Grand Avenue 

 Waukegan, IL 60085 

Phone: 847.689.4357 

E-mail:  info@padslakecounty.org 

PADS Lake County Board of Directors 
President Richard Greenswag  

Vice President Robert J. Braasch 

Treasurer David D. Grumhaus, Jr.  

Secretary Alexandra Beiriger  

Juliann Abderholden -- Arlene Ryndak  

Archibald Fletcher -- Mark Guest  

Jason Gunther -- Ken Lechman 

Emeritus Board 

Cindy Bellek -- Robert D. Fitzgerald -- Anthony A. Gacs 

Randall C. Rossi -- John Wineman  

Shopping online?  Go to smile.amazon.com and select PADS 

Lake County as your charity.  The AmazonSmile Foundation 

will then donate a portion of your eligible purchases to PADS! 

Your Skill/Talent... 

Is Our Need 
We have found a consistent connection between the 

needs of the people we serve and the skills/talents of 

our volunteers. We encourage our volunteers to take 

what they are already good at, and use that to benefit 

our clients. You can do that same!  

Fill out a volunteer application at 

www.padslakecounty.org/volunteer.  We’d love to 

find a fit for your skill or talent! 

 

A Word From the  

Executive Director... 
 
 

Every year around this time, I get an op-
portunity to reflect on the past “shelter 
season.”  As most of you know, PADS dedi-
cated corps of volunteers provides shelter 
and meals from October through April 
each year.  And while we do have shelter 
available year-round, it’s really these com-
mitted individuals that make PADS work. 

 It's an inspiring group.  The 8 year old who 
rushes home from school so that she can 
get to the shelter and make up the 
beds.  The 88 year old who wakes up at 
4am to help serve breakfast.  The high 
school basketball team that serves togeth-
er.  All told, over 3,000 people volunteer 
at PADS in a given year, offering assistance 
to the people we collectively serve. 

 So when it gets to this time of year, my 
reflection turns to them.  It inspires me 
that so many people are so willing to give 
of themselves to make a difference.  It 
reminds me of all the good that there is in 
our community.  Thanks to those who 
have provided that service – you truly are 
making a difference.  

 Next month, PADS will hold its annual 

Volunteer Appreciation Event, with the 

theme that Volunteers Make a World of 
Difference.  That statement is true in so 

many ways.  They make a world of differ-

ence to us as an organization, but, more 

importantly, they make a world of differ-
ence to the people we serve.  They show 

compassion and respect.  They show dedi-

cation and kindness.  They are truly won-

derful people, and I am grateful for their 
service. 

 

Joel Williams—Executive Director∎ 

OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Spring 2018 

“What about those experiencing home-

lessness that can’t/won’t come to PADS 

for services?” This is a question we hear 

often. Part of the answer is found in our 

Outreach Program. 

PADS Outreach Program was revitalized in 

October 2016 to better serve said individ-

uals experiencing homelessness.  The pro-

gram began as “in-reach”: going into the 

already established rotating shelter sites 

and meeting with guests who did not 

have the opportunity to receive services 

through our Day Resource Center (also 

called, “walk-ins”).  As we began to pro-

vide this service it further opened our 

eyes to the “harder to reach” clients and 

how we would engage them and ulti-

mately get them into housing.   

Melvin Ford is the Outreach Program 

Manager and has continued to provide 

direction and feedback to grow the pro-

gram. When shelter season ends in April, 

Melvin spends most of his time out in the 

field: literally going where the “harder to 

reach” are, i.e. in the woods, their cars, in 

tents, etc. These are often the most vul-

nerable of the homeless population, and 

have some resistance to services.  The 

Outreach Program helps them receive 

those services in an environment in which 

they are comfortable.   

When he is in the field, Melvin provides 

individuals with basic needs such as food, 

clothing, and blankets.  He continues to 

encourage them to receive services 

through the Day Resource Center in order 

to provide them with more continuous 

case management with the goal of mov-

ing them out of homelessness. 

As part of the Outreach Program, Melvin 

also develops relationships in the commu-

nity with local law enforcement, libraries, 

townships, the forest preserve, etc. By 

developing these relationships PADS can 

streamline the process when individuals 

who are experiencing homelessness are 

identified in the community.   

As the program continues to grow, it will 

also continue to evolve to meet the needs 

of the population.  

To learn more about how this program, 

and our many other programs, are help-

ing the most vulnerable of our communi-

ty, visit our website: 

www.padslakecounty.org∎ 

http://www.facebook.com/PADSLakeCounty
http://twitter.com/padslakecounty1


According to Merriam-Webster, the definition of “philanthropy” is, “goodwill to fellow members of the hu-

man race; especially: active effort to promote human welfare.” What if we told you that “active effort” 

doesn’t always have to be “inconvenient effort”? What if helping the human race could be achieved by hav-

ing a good Craft beer and listening to great music? Indeed, it can! 

PADS Lake County, through its Young Professional Advisory Council, is teaming up with some great partners 

to bring you an amazing, fun event that will benefit 

those most vulnerable in our community: 

Happy Hour to Help the Homeless 

When: May 2nd 

Time: 5-9pm 

Where: Prairie Krafts Brewing: 1310 Busch Pwky   

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089  

What: having a great time while simultaneously help-

ing those who are experiencing a housing crisis 

Who: PADS Lake County with: Prairie Krafts… Music 

by Ike Reilly, and E-Man...Food by BBQ’d Productions 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!!!∎ 

SAVE THE DATE: AUGUST 24, 2018! 

SLEEPOUT FOR SHELTER 

HAPPY HOUR TO HELP THE HOMELESS 

Do you love amusement parks?   

Are you passionate about giving back to your community?   

Join us for SleepOut for Shelter 2018! 

Who: You and your family or friends 

Where: Six Flags Great America  

When: August 24, 6pm-6am 

What: Sleep outside in the park to spread awareness of homelessness  

Why: You love giving back and will receive NO LINE RIDE TIME & more! 

More details to come—follow us on Facebook for info... 

In this space, we’d like to highlight one of 

the many people that make PADS work.  

This time, we will share our Case Manager 

Bill Follins’ story... 

My name is Bill Fol-

lins and I began 

working at PADS in 

October of 2009. I 

have served in many 

different roles dur-

ing my time at PADS, but currently I 

work as a Case Manager; a job I thor-

oughly enjoy! 

My friends often ask why I choose to 

work at PADS. My answer is simple: I 

get to help people in need! Helping peo-

ple overcome a housing crisis truly mo-

tivates me daily. 

Working in this type of non-profit has 

truly taught me work/life balance. Self-

care is big in this “world” and I take that 

to heart. As the saying goes, “you can’t 

take care of others if you aren’t taking 

care of yourself.” One of my loves out-

side of PADS is cooking. Cooking is both 

my escape and passion. It is rare that a 

weekend goes by that I don’t find myself 

creating a new dish. However, I don’t 

like to leave this “gift” all to myself. My 

colleagues have often been the benefi-

ciary of this passion; as well as local 

food pantries.  

Truly the best part of my job is what 

happens “after”. Seeing the hope and 

self-sufficiency in a family’s life after 

they have come to PADS for help is sec-

ond to none. This job truly brings me 

joy! 

We are honored to have Bill on our team, 

and look forward to the great work he will 

continue to do with our clients.∎ 

Getting to know… 

Bill Follins 

This past December PADS Lake County celebrated its 30th year of 

providing shelter to some of the most vulnerable individuals in Lake 

County. On Christmas Eve, 1987, PADS opened its first emergency 

overnight shelter program at Wesley Free Methodist Church in 

Waukegan. This afforded the means to provide face to face crisis in-

tervention. Modeled after Public Action to Deliver Shelter, PADS laid 

the groundwork that would serve as the foundation for future pro-

grams.  

As the need has expanded, so have the programs which PADS pro-

vides. We now operate multiple programs specifically designed to 

address the varied, holistic needs of those who are experiencing a 

housing crisis in Lake County. We are proud of what we do for our 

vulnerable neighbors, but we are not complacent. The face of home-

lessness is different than what it was in 1987, and we, as an organiza-

tion, desire to be different as well in order to meet the need.  

To that end, we THANK YOU for all of your continued support! 

Learn more at www.padslakecounty.org/30∎ 

Because of the hard work and tireless efforts from our YPAC (Young 

Professional Advisory Council), we had another successful bowling 

event! 

With over 80 bowlers in attend-

ance, and raffles prizes from 

over 40 local businesses, a good 

time was had by all!  

This was our most successful 

Pins for PADS yet, raising well 

over $5,000 to help families who 

are facing a housing crisis in 

Lake County. 

THANK YOU YPAC: Lindsey Siegel, Jerry Banks, Jessica Schuessler, 

Joe Daley, Bethany Williams, Josh Hass, and Kate Knudsen 

To learn more about the great work our YPAC is doing, visit:  

padslakecounty.org/YPAC 

Pins for PADS... 

30 Years and Counting... 


